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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
2. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier confirm that the education cuts went through the 
Economic Review Committee and cabinet so that the Premier, as the ultimate person in charge, is responsible for 
them and also for his incompetent minister? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I do not comment on what happens in cabinet; I do not comment on what happens in the ERC. That is 
a well-understood convention. The former member for Cottesloe would have understood that. The member for 
South Perth, bruised as he is, would understand that. “Sugar Ray” from South Perth would understand that! It 
appears that the Leader of the Opposition does not get the most basic things of government; that is, we do not 
comment on what happens in cabinet and what happens in the ERC. We all know — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you have had the opportunity to ask a question and supplementary, 
but you cannot ask another 10. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: We all know that despite having driven up the state’s debt and the worst deficit in history, 
the former Liberal–National government still managed to slash education during its term in office. We also have 
the savings from 2015–16 to 2019–20; huge cuts were predicted to the education budget in its budget. Everyone 
in Western Australia who is fair and reasonable understands this: it is always WA Labor that stands up for 
education and for our students across our state and in TAFE colleges. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I will take responsibility for you, Leader of the Opposition. I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I look across the chamber at the bruised members opposite and I see people who cut 
education. I see the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party who put up TAFE fees by 500 per cent for students in 
TAFE colleges across Western Australia. You are the economic vandals and you are education vandals. 
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